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The BULLSTIl'I of the Archaeological. Society of Central
-

Hew York is published rionthly; except'during July and August,
in the interest of all phases of archaeological and histor

ical endeavor pertaining to central New York State. Regular
meetings of the A, S. C. N* Y, are convened at 8:00 P. M.- on

the second Thursday of each month at ■the"Gayuga huseum of

History and-Art, Auburn, N, Y, '

* * * * * * * * * * it a 45- * it-:.it .it it. it .itr-^-

■ The A, S, G, N. Y, is part'of the pivislon,. of . Anthropol
ogy of Cayuga Kuseum of History and .Art-Auburn,,.,N,; Y;«. ,
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-TH!E .’SO-CALLED STAR'. BEAD, . '

by.

5 ’

Harrison. C» Pollett

indl'cates ■ theResearch conducted over a period of years

importance of-keeping- accurate records of • the, varlous-^types
of beads found upon the Indian Village sites, r™--

- - - ~

Ihey are most

important-dn’identifying the , period of occupation. , For, -ex

ample, in-Cayuga County the' small plain red-Venetian bead,

on all sites from 1600, to and Including the period
.After this they became nearly: extinct for, the ,re a-

that the manufacture of them had ceased about 200 yards

occurs

of 1750,

son '

previously.

EesBarch, conducted.,by the writer oyer a period of sev-

ei^al years has failed until recently .to locate definitely -the

origin of the so-called star bead, which is uhd in predomin

ating numbers on certain sites in western central Hew York,

Probably , a half dozen have, been found on eastern sites or in'

Cayuga County but they .are very rare.

The writer has corresponded with Joseph Quinlan of Dans-

ville, N. y., a member of the,Archaeological Society of

Central New York, an enthusiastic and ardent devotee to the

subject of Archaeology, with many years of experience in ex

cavating in western New York. He has accumulated one of the

largest and. most con5)lete collections of . Indian artifacts

known of in this part of the country.

Quinlan writes in regard to’ .the Chevron or Jamestown bead,

as^ it is locally called,' that the Jamestown bead should rightly '

be called the Wood bead, from the name of the manufacturer and

that this Chevron bead was made at Murano, Italy, They are

scarce for the simple reason'that,they are expensive to manu

facture and _were made by expert bead workers,' They were made

in the 14th Century and are found all over the world, in

Africa- and-Amer-lGa--es.pe,oaally,,_-They„Q.^e^ in_.wlth. the. Spanish ,

conquest and were first found in Anerlca by Hodges oh the"

Spanish level at Hawchuh, New Mexico and were probably brought

in by"de Niga in 1539 or by Coranado in 1540, (See Orchard«s-'

Beads, and Bead Work, 1929). It- is, called the Jamestown bead

because, of.’-bhe knowledge that a bead factory was. at Jamestovm,

Virginia, established in 1622, "to make cheap trade with the

Indians". A-bottle factory was built at Jamestown in 1608

and was the first industrial plant in 'America. ': The site'of

this plant was' excavated in 1948 and did hot produce any beads, ;
East coast sites, known, as first, European con-tact sites,

(See American Antiquities, July 1940) :abound in these beads.

/ .
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• The writer's coimnunication with the Pennsylvania State

Anthropologist .states that the,, head factory site had not up ,

to this time been located. Time, however, will undoubtedly
reveal-its. locationi - ■. . . . .. .

’ , • ivir. .Harry -Schoff - advises .that, wheri he’ was .eXcavdt'ing in;
Pennsylvania a few years ago, he contacted a man. who had a'

grip full of the beads and was peddling' at twenty-five cents ■;
each.. This-¥/ould seem to indicate hhat the place of.raanu- .

facturehad;been located, however, Quinlan states.that.
there-were .many Indian villages in existmce .about Jamestown,,;

Virginia when the tov/n was settled, therefore it is likely
that.they had European.contact and possessed the beads even,

before the factory-was built,

-The writer 'believes that this should settle the question
of-the origin of this, p^ticular bead,

•3;- % * * * * * % -sc- * * it it % 4c- * > * * *

THE ANNHAL CORN DANCE AT ONONDAGA'RESERVATION . .

by ': ' \ ',

■ , Betty .Mae. Wright .

..The Onondaga Reservation,, on August 23rd, .v/as the scene ,

of .,the I66th annual Corn .Festival, Thls^ festival follows the.;
t-ren’d'of early tribal customs of the Six Nations including ;
the adoption rites conferred upon persons who have proved ,

themselves, to, be deserving-of this-honor,

. . .The traditional dances and adoption proceedings .took placp
on. a raised platform and .were presided over by eighty-one year-

old Chief David'R, Hill'who proved himself very entertaining
mas.ter of ceremonies,

.: .Th'e costumes worn, unlike the original Iroquois, were . .

.__±ho.ss:^of -,the-.-Plains, Indians-.-compl,ete--.w.i.th-.colorfully orna-. ,1 ...;;
mented feathered headress'es, ■.... .

Among the Chiefs present was the well .known'Hollywood..
actor. Chief Big Tree of the Seneca Nation who has held major’-
parts in various movie productions including ’’She Wore a

Yellow Ribbon", '

, As ..should, be expected, the green corn, for which the

yearly Festival is named, was being boiled over an open fire
and served with the famous corn soup, ■ ’

The speaker of the day was Mr, S. T. Betts of the Syrar
cuse American Legion who. outlined the origin and history.of
the Six Nations confederacy. Following his address. Chief

Hill, conferred honorary Indian names on Llr, Betts together
with three other outstanding members of the Legion,
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■ROCHESTER MUSEUM AIDS-;3TUDY. INDIAN RELICS' ■ y'

■ Digging ■ of one sort ,,has been completed and'now digging

of another begins for Alfred K, Guthe, anthropologist at the

Rochester Ivluseum of Arts and Sciences and Gordon-K. Wright,

assistant in archa,eogeplog7»' ■ : . r • , ■ ■

They have returned' from an expedition hear Akeleyj Pa

just below the border of New York State, during which time

they unearthed two skeletons; believed to be more than" 1,000:

years old* . ' •' V . '

• ;

• >

For a month, these two scientists along with Howard
•

Lindell of Buffalo, have been digging in an old Indian burial

mound* They have uncovered and brought back with them the

two skeletons, an'-Ohio flint knife., flint chips', antler tip

ped tools, fragments of corded pottery and ornamental gorgets#

All of the evidence points to, relics of the Hopefwellian
The Ohio flint knife Is one of the beat clues, ,

though the three-corner notched points of fliht and. the frag

ments of .corded-pottery helped to designate the material. ;

■'Now, the digging through reference material,. books on-,,

anthropology, and -all the written material on-.the Hopewelllan
culture will start. An effort will be made to add nevf in

formation to that now kno-wn about this ancient 'Indian culture-

that prevailed s.ometlme between the years of 900 and .1,00.0,-A,D» '■

'The relics found by 'Gu the • and Wright v/ere termed inferior

when compared to those found in Ohio, the apparent center of

the Hdpewellian culture. Like their recent findings,; Inferior

specimens of this-‘culture have been found in the'Southwestern ’ ; ■
part of New .'York State.' ‘ ' .

culture.

Guthe explained that from what is known, the Hopewellian .

culture appears to -bo more advanced than many of the Indian .'. '

cultures tha:t foUowed^'^irhe' term Hopewelliaiiy'rhd explaimedy™;—-.
do^s not mean .a Hopewell tribe of Indians; rather it was

named after the ovmer of the farm on which the first relics-

of this culture were found, and it may' involve 'tv/o or more . '

tribes. " ' ' ' • ^

One of the biggest problems confronting the scientists,;
is that they have never found a-village site that'can be

' traced tp this ,culture. So'far, they, have' only found burial

mounds 'like the one hear Akeley, Pa,

This particular; burial mound v/as opened by Wright about

Easter-time in l949/ ' '■ "
•{t * * ■>;- * * •>;- * * ■>;- -ii- -> * % -X- * -X- -X- * * * * -K- * «
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SOGISTYivlSlffi'ERS .DIG'.-INTO. KIPP'S ISLilND, ..ON GUTTING

It was an excellent day from,'early' raornlng to late Sunday,

July letti'for raembers ' and. frierds of the Society.

The. group dug-deeply- into Kipp’s- Island on the Seneca
River for artifacts of the Point'Peninsula culture. • -

-Aipon^ the .'lucky 'diggers was 'irrt.' Seelyb of. Wolcott, N. Y.-,

who discovered a,burial at ■ a depth of a'bout four feet. ■ Accoin-.

panying .artifacts, as-usual' on Kipp .vf/ere few'-arid cons is fed of

one net sinker which'.was.; placed'on the‘Skull and a rape short

sternmed clay pipe with the'bowl broken; the broker! part-of- the

bowl, wap missing, however, there was- enough to deterrfline the

design... .Floyd Johnston of Geneva- recovered a'fine specimen
of metate ffora'ttie refuse at 'bhe south and of the -Island.'

Every one at- the; outtlng' who did any digging' was rovrarded -by - - ,

the usual' pott.ery sherds and .S) me found-arrow he'ads and a s'rriall .

quaritity of .broken bone v/prk. , -

' Those v«rho arrived in the morning'.came prepared Y/i-th plenty,

of ;food and-had their lunch' at- the dig. About six- o'clock in :

the evening the whole group gathered' around - the cars an brought

out'a real feed which was-'thoroughly enjoyed by all.
•

/f
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'1, The Kipp Island

- "comb. - - ■ ■
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• ■ -^-2• • ‘ Fragment- of' -ant-'p. ■
ler comb found in '

burial at Kipp by
■Art'Seelye on July
23rd.
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drilled to be used^

as bead also re-- --

covered from Kipp - -■

by 3eolve on July
23rd.
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INDIAN ARTIFACTS TAKEN PROM CAYIGA COUNTY
FOR 100 YEARS

by
KENNETH N.: Ec 1'1/RIGHT

"Ttie Third Annual Report of the Regents of the University
p.n the Condition of the. State Cabinet of Natural History" ■
printed by Vi/eed, Parsons and Company in 1850 was recently

purchased by .the writer. It was acquired for the writer's
library of Indian books and .documents to become the first

and. earliest record of Indian-Artifacts which have been ■

taken from Ca3ruga County to other parts .of the .country«

It will be an Impossibility to obtain a complete record
■

of this material which is lost to this county but whatever
records -are available will enlighten us as to .the vast,

amount of material that has been recovered'from this region*

While the above book lists a comparatively small amount
of material and a type not too important, several later pub

lications list great quantities of valuable cultural arti

facts which are gone from our region with no, record,of their . ^

whereabouts* As an example, the catalogue of Wra, W. Adams of

Mapleton, N* Y,, comprising 18,885 pieces, printed in 1886o

It is an outstanding fact that one of the most important
aims of the A* S* Co N, Yo is to,keep-all possible local col

lections in this vicinity. We aim also' to bring back as much

material as possible either bo the Cayuga Museum or to private

local..collections so that it may be. studied and exhibited as a-,

part of our local archaeological history* An excellent ex-',,

ample of the society’s efforts is the large collection which.,

was. sp generously presented to the Muse\am by Mr, Yi/m* S* Finney ,,
of Dos Cabezos, Arizona* Another example is part of the late'_
D*'Sands Titus’ collection recently added to the Musevun ex-• ,

hiblts by his sister, Mrs, Frederic Allen of Auburn. . ”

.' It' is heemed important- as-a-,record to list..:the.^.matarlal..,..,==™

from the 1850' State report: . , . ; -

Dona.tlons from Lewis H. Morgan, Esq*, of Roches teir: .. .

Stone;Skull cracker - -
Necklace Bead "" - .-. - -

• IVhite Shert arrowhead -

Fragment of pipe"bov/1 - - - Scipio
Six arrowheads-

- - Aurora,. N* Y© .
- - Scipio
- - Ledyard

Ledyard and Scipio
• . Fragment of earthen basin - Cayuga Co*

Purchased May, 1849 by E* G* Squler;

Cayuga Co.
Cayuga Village

7 Arrows

2 French axes
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Cayuga-Co*- -
-Sclp l'b . • - - ■
SciplO' ■
Spfingp ort .

-•^.SclplO;
Scipio

Indian Pestle - - - -

Copper Kettle (grave).
Scalping knife .
Stone.Axb'-.
Terra cotta Pipe
Pottery

■4

■ 'The list above Is only a small. part of the - entire - r ‘ •

'^Catalogue-of Indian'Relics" - and many -other'.centraL:Ke.w .York

. counties are very'well represented v.-y > -

T .

;

'■ 'The 1850 report'contains several beautifully/colored-. Ji.

plates showing bearing-apparel. of the. Indianse , :lhis material- :-

was-purchased by Lewis H* Morgan-from, the-Indians, of Western ,\

New York: by-"an appropriation for .the enlargement/of the. ...

Indian Collection" of the Regents of the. University .pf?Phe:
State-pf New-York

....;A short =s^Jmmary, of only ...four out of. the thirty-ei^t
cases listed in W* ;,W, Adams 1 "catalogue, will .show . the.

the- quantity and typp of. .material which, has , definitely. been '

lost to Cayuga County with no kno;^! record as to its where-"

' abouts. - - ’.

Case #11: .4.130 wampum beads from belt found in grave at.-

Fleming-# .N, Y, Aug. 26,. 1886 ,. . . .1^ -

•

•y

Case #25’
Springs , ■

Extra large gorget of Silurian slate from Union

‘ -Gorget of purple alate from Parley’s- Point, ' '
Gorget of dark siiurlan slate from thrpopsyille., -
Small g.brget of Silurian slate from ^Cayuga ; > ''/■

-■-Odd shaped gorget, of variegated pupple 'slate from ;':
Union Springs',' ‘

Very fine, gorget of green Silurian slate, from Scipio,

•*

. ■: o

.^4 3'P.erf ect. clay.r.plpes,, Scipioyilie'/ ';
■ "Face pipe- Of clay' from Sbiplovili'e' ;''

Perfect clay pipe from Plemihg'* ! ' —
Steatite pipe from.Parley’s^ fpipt
'Bugle shaped'^ipe from Parley’s'’ pbiiit

- ' Clay pipe with carved- bowl 'from- Sciplbvliie:' ' ^

Perfect, clay pipe froni Union*Springs
2;-Perfebt clay pip erfrom Parley’s'-Point
Pipe bowl-with face finely calved,' Sclpibyille/.'V
Lead Pipe-nine inches long from Fleming ■■ ' ./
Iron Pipe from Scipio . ,

'Extra lohg hugle. shaped pipe with'daryed bbwi
-/from'Pieiriing;, ■ ''--'id'’-- ■ y'

- ; 'Very fine perfect blay pipe-'wi'th/human ;fa'cei, from;
^: Scipioville ' ^

Very large perfect clay pipe from Cayuga-*

Y'. 5

/

;-.t

'-■S

1
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Case #31: Banner stone from.Soipip •
Banner stone from Cayuga Castle -
Clay pipe from Union Springs'■ ■
Chert spear head 5 3/4" x 2 1/4" from'Cayuga.
Also'quantity of Small-material ' •. .■

The Indian material of this region which‘has-.'been acquired ■

by Museums ■ throughout the country is,, in most cases., beauti

fully exhibited and marked'as-fo. Ideality, ■-It'-ihas. been, viewed

by the w'riter in Museums in .Ne\v. York City-,;. i!JLbany, . Rochester .
and several other places and he" is thoroughly.'oonvihce.d that ■

it forms’a-large part in' the representative• mater-ial Pf this,

region and :1s'.certainly-used for .•educational purposes How-- ..

ever,--the’ ques-.tion..arisesj where are the lost collections and.

how can we get .them back to form a part of bivc local .exhibits
in our own Museum? ■ . ■

•j«- * * % ■J5- * * % * ■J;- •K' * * * * * * * * -K-

NOTE: The "above'/State Report also list’s'^ artifacts from other

central New York' c'ount.les and if it is , so desired By the
readers', this''material may be listed-in future ;Bulletins 6

' ' ’■ '■ ■ KnN-aE'o W,

* * * •» -* .* dC' * * * * * * * * ■SC- "U- % ^ * * * * ,

, SOCIETY OUTING AT SEELYE EMM . ' -

On Sunday, Augo, 13th,' several socie-ty members visited .
the farm of lir,. & .ivir.s, Arthur, .Jt>- Seelye -near ¥/olcott, N. Y«

Several oiitstanding ■collections of Indian artifacts were

displayed by Arthur .See.lye., the host,...his brother Trank Seelye
of Nor'fch Rose arid Truman y/llson. of Wolcotti,' .■. • i - • ; .

' 'During'the 'day, the. group had-the priyi-iege of excavating
on a very ancient site'which, has. Been disc.oyered on. the-Seelye
farm. This is the site mentloned“in' a^recent ^Bulletin-^here™--

Folsom Type'points have been recently recovere.d..

Art has been, doing ,a' fine job', excavating 'this site as well

as several:. .others ; in. this vicinity and is probably one of our

most ardent archaeology phthiisiasts. It is alto learned
that Art had made several successful talks■to groups on the

archaeology ■ of the region,, this , is excellent and •certainly
helps to promote' our,society and its activities.

Those .attending the Seelye outing'wercs President and Mrs,

Newton Parwell and. their s on Davidj. Iitr . •& Mrs • 1 Floyd Johns ton;
i'Ir».. & Mcs.» . Jphn Phillips and Ivirs, P, W,-Warder>. all of Geneva;
IvtT/, & I'/Irss Prank'Seelye of North Rose and Mr . Truman .Wilson

of ’Wolcott, ... ....

. ■ \



^ '

1'.

97

THE DUCK. LAKE SITE

President Newton E. Parwell

About'.the . middle of July . Art,.,-Se'el^e and the ;writer;' ,
It Is listed In most'archaeologicaljourneyed to Duck Lake, as

wltlngs, 'otherwise-known as Spring. Lake,, In the .northern, part

- of C.ayuga. Comity/ , To the northeast of the . lake we found .the

spot, we were looking,for and .the field was plowed. A search,

of the surface, revealed nothing. After.'a number of test

holes, we struck a rich black refuse layer about fourteen-to . .

eighteen,inches beneath the surface associated v/ith'a-slight
layer- of ash. .

It vi.s most difficuit-to realize a refuse, layer ,so devoid;

of mineral evidence of the aborigines who caused .the refuse. •

There were no bones, occasionally a few stone ships; We did

find a few stohe scrapers but there was no flint.

There were plenty, of burnt, stones at the refuse depth,"- ,

but not on the surface of the ground. This ancient culture

must certainly have-used wooden utensils, if . any..., - - ,

The Archaeological History of New York records some graves

as haying been found on this site., '

lii/hy do we have to hit upon the sites of such, antiquity„
and just-what is the antiquity of this site? Most certainly
some of- New.York States-oldest sites are in the northern part ,
of Wayne and Cayuga Counties.

* * ';C' * '» * ^ «- -s;- % * * J/c -K- -SJ- * * % * -Si- -k- % * * -ss- * *

PROGRAM TO BE TOPS. AT OCTOBER MEETING .

’ - For’the bf^fara" for the .October 12th meeting. Prof. V^alter

K. Long, program chairman, has.arranged to have Prof, J. Chester

Bradley, entomologist of Cornell University as guest speaker.
Prof, Bradley will review^ his recent trip up the Nile and

will sho\7 colored slides of Egypt.

Following Profi Bradley•s- address,■Prof, Long will show

three dimension slides taken on his trip this summer to Eng
land and on the Eupope an •-continent. ; - , .

’ Be sure to, attend the October meeting, bring your friends,
and enjoy the program as vjell-as the friendly discussions and

fellowship of. the society members. ., -:



■ft- ?

98

OCCUPANCY INSCIENCE PROOVSS DATE OF PRE-^HISTOPlIC ■
NEW YORK STATE-

The following was taken from an article in the Ogdenshurg
Journal dated Sept* 18th, 1950*

Scientific research indicates .that New York State,, was

occupied by;Indians 5,000 years ago* ' , . ■

The information is based on the radioactivity of char-.,'
coal taken from 'firep.its of New York’s earliest: known sites, ,

The State Scienee Service, a part Of the State Education-
Department' stated that the new theory was a- ''direct'product
of the atomic age" and would “revolutionize archaeological ,

thinking". The work was the result of combined research of

Dr*. V/illiam A. Ritchie, state archaeologist, and Dr. W. P.

Libby and Dr, J./R* Arnold of the School for Nuclear Studies-

at the University of'Ghicago*

Dr. Ritchie sent the Samples’ of charcoal which-were
measured for radioactivity and the measurements showed.that
the tree from which the charcoal caine had died between 4930

and 5383 years ago.-, The findings .were ■ checked by sh'nilarly
measuring materials from Egyptian tombs of which the anti

quity is knovm.* • .

By this method of research,- it was stated,^ it will be -

possible to determine more accurately the dates of the many

pre-historic occupancies in this country. J ,

* * * * % -X- * * 'X- * * * -x- x- % -x % * * * x -x -x , ,

* * * * -X -X 'X * -X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

PLEAS E XX

Please send in material for. the XX

Bulletin, Every one did something this *

'X summerj let’s hear about it. We heed

X material badly or it is feared the

X Bulletin will get thin again* . ' .Ed*.

X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

•w

X

X

X

X
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JAMES L. ward IH HOSPITAL THIS SUMiilER

During July and August, one of our
charter members, James L, Ward of Cayuga,
N. Y. spent over ..six weeks in Auburn City
Hospital where he underYirent a most serious
operation.

During his recuperation, -Jim spent his
time preparing several mounts of artifacts
and reading Indian and historical books.

On Sunday, Sept,,3rd, George Dobbs and
Ken. Wright were greatly surprised at the
arrival of a car on the Travers site near

Menard Bridge with Jim and Mrs, Ward abroad,
Jim joined the surface hunt which moved to
the Montezunia Gladiola Field and on to Moose

Wallow, He is back in form and,"as usual,
came away with the prize of the day, a spear
point about seven inches long with only about
a quarter of an inch broken off the point.

■Hr -X- w * Hr * Hr -i'r Hr -ir Hr ii- Hr -ji- Hr Hr ■ Hr iC- tC- H

PROP, LONG IN EUROPE THIS SUMMER

Prof, V/alter K. Long, director of
Cayuga Iviuseura of History and ih’t in Auburn
and Vice president of the A, S. C, N. Y, has

.--returned, from.-about six weeks in England and
on the European Continent.

Prof, Long was a delegate to the Inter
national Congress of Museums at the United
Nations Education, Scientific and Cultural
Organization held in London July 17th to 24th.

He had the exceptional opportunity to
visit the European Continent to make a survey
for the U.N.S.S.C.O. Headquarters covering

the reaction of the people .in seven different countries to the

EiSiropoan Recovery Prograiii,

Prof, Long took nearly three hundred three dimension
slides thruout'his trip and had the privelege to take in ex

cavation work in the Roman Forum,

/


